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The Man in the Ready-Made Suit 


Ring Lardner Writes of 
Capital’s Traffic Laws 


By Gouvemeur Morris 


found and that you would once more 
be driven forth. But winter came and 
went, and It aeemed to you that the 
document must surely have perished. 
Tour conscience never troubled you. 
only the fear of being ousted — pried 
like some stinking grub from the rich 
fruit on which you were fattening." 
“Always admired your imagina- 
. e * * ^ j tlon,” said Gower. 

A BOUT the draft — In tlie chim- j * * * * 

ney." said Charnock. "Sit TTE had been thinking as rapidly as 
down — don’t be a fool. Mine is the be could* and 'had come to the 
only loaded gun in the gunroom — the conclusion that since nothing could be 
only one. perhaps, that has a notch in proved against him, nothing could be 
the stock. Sit dcwn. you overbear- known. 

Ing. insolent, pot-bellied swine, and "Why not take this tale of woe to 
listen." some one who'd enjoy listening to 

Charnock. it seemed, was rising it?" he said. "I don't. Buttonhole 
superior to his surroundings with a some discontented person and do the 
vengeance. His cold, unblinking ancient mariner. You expected a 


want to bring, harm, and scandal on 
your own blood.' . 

“Tours and mlue?" Charnock laughed 
melodiously. "I am thinking of the 
children not because they are cousins 
— but in spite of the fact. I will not 
hurt them simply because her blood 
is in them. Understand that Our 
noble blue strain does not count with 
me. No. My property shall go intact 

to her children ” 

"After your death." sneered Gower. 
"No." said Charnock, "after yours." 
"If thal'B all that's troubling you, 
be assured that according to my will 
the property goes to them In equal 
shares. So all this hullabaloo is rather 
Who'd I leave the stuff 


"There wgs no harm in the letter. 
Only in the way it was worded. 
I'our wife was good as an angel. 
And you know it But she wrote like 
a fool. Sit down. We are not going 
to talk about her>' 

"Well, what arc we going to talk 
about?'! said Gower, with a certain 
insolence. 


T HIS Story, by One of the Famous Short 
Story Writers of the Day, is the First of 
His Work to Appear in a Newspaper. The 
Magazine of The Sunday Star Holds First 
Publication Rights of His Newspaper Fiction. 


His Idea of Making the 
Punishment Fit the 
C r i me — S uggestions 
for Washington's Po- 
lice and for Drivers of 
Automobiles. 

T O the Editor: During my visit 
to Washington a wile ago 
the people that has charge 
of the automobile traffic in 


whal they done lo him. but 1 suppose 
he got fined $30.00 or a 1100.00 which 
was just chicken food to him you 
might say. What they ought to done 
would be to first make him sober up 
and then lock him In a room for a 
wk. with nobody to talk lo but a traf- 
fic policeman. 

* * * * 

IJliNAI.TlE.S like the above would 
soon pul a end to violations of 
the motor laws and in the same way 
crimes of uli kinds could be did away 
with it the punishments fitted them 
like for inst. the way it is now days 
a man is arrested for hoot legging 
and they send him to jail for € mos. 
or a yr. and when he comes out htr 
can live in the lapse of luxuiy on 
what he saved up before they got him. 
The right way lo deal with this bird 
would he lo lock him up with a bill 
of Ills own hootch and not leave him 
out till he drunk it. 

or suppose they’s a gal murders her 
husband or some other lady's hus- 
l.and. Under the present system they 
print her picture 3 and C times a day 
for a couple of months and give her 
9 columns every edition to talk about 
herself and tile only real draw hack 
is when the jury lets her go and sh- 
has to kiss I? good men and true thin 
ain't washed their face for a wk. ami 
chews tobacco. 

Well, friends, you won't never slot- 
the wholesale murder of gents by the 
opp. sex with no such methods as that 


to the summer capital — a town of In- 
finitesimal size, but formidable 
strength— in the mountains. As aide- 
de-camp. I accompanied the presi- 
dent In bis — we call It change of 
base — the enemy called It retreat. 

"After three days in which we had 
very little to eat and nothing lo keep 
us going but the president's gifts as 
a Joker and a story-teller, we were 
captured while trying to cross a swol- 
len river. Our captors didn't know 
who we were, for we were not In uni- 
form and If we could get rid of certain 
Incriminating papers which had been 
divided among us. there was a chance 
of prolonging our lives until our party 
should be in the ascendant. 

"We were not searched immediate- 
ly. The president rode olT between 
two men — talking gayly and making 
them laugh. The rest of us followed, 
each between two of our captors 
with drawn swords. In crossing a 
stream the president's sword and 
scabbard, of which he had not been ! 
deprived, came loose and fell Into tho 
water. Some attempt was made to 
recover them, but the mud was deep. I 
The little man — he made you think of 
a quadrumane — made a great fuss 
over his loss. 


C HARNOCK was impressed to 
the point of discomfort by the 
grandeur that surrounded him. 
For twenty years the ups in his 
life had not been very high, while some 
of the downs had touched the lov.-est 
situations in which man's predisposition 
to exist combats— without ever winning 
definite victories or suffering definite 
defeats— misfortune, poverty and dis- 
ease. For a few weeks he had been 
pretty well “up." for him. Ills ready- 
made clothes were new. his hair was 
newly cut. he had passed the r.ight 
!■> • Turkish bath, and there was 
money in one of his pockets, and an 
old watch, newly redeemed. In another. 
To remember that he had once been 
the model of fashion, at home In great 
houses, welcome at stage doors, 
tamous for the daring and imagina- 
tion and good nature, if not the high 
moral tone, of his exploits, was very 
dlfilcult. More used now to a young- 
er and a tasteless civilization, the 


evoked In It those glints that his 
young cousin. Eeb Gower, had no- 
ticed. For the first time that day 
the consciousness of his ready-made 
clothes and shoes passed from him. 

It had been very hard to dine in 
blue serge and tan. so conspicuous 


fool work 
to if not to them?" 

"Tour wit works slowly." said Char- 
nock. "Your death in the course of 


obeying the laws and what was to 
be done to learn drivers a lesson and 
etc. and finely one of the commis- 
sioners or something give It as his 
opinion that the trouble was on acct. 
of the penalties not being severe 
enough, like for inst. most drivers 
would rather shoot along about 20 
to SO miles per hr. and run the slight 
risk of getting arrested once in a 
wile rather than always crawl along 
like a snail's pace and never get no- 
wheres in time for the cocktails. 
Make the punishment lit the crime 
was this guy's slogan and 2 of his 
suggestions was as follows: 

A motorist caught speeding in the 
dist. should he made to draw up lo 
the curb and stay there 10 minutes, 
the cop to act as time keeper. 

When a motorist parked his car In 
a place where parking was not al- 


of Gower House depressed him. The 
servants In livery had a "we-are-bet- 
ter-than-you" look. The mirrors, re- 
flecting — with reluctance, perhaps — 
his new blue serge suit, an outfit at 
once above criticism and beneath, 
seemed to say: "Ready-made.” 

For once the Gowers had no guests, 
and were gathered in a family circle 
Nora and Evelyn. Bob and Clarence, 
ar.d. of course. Gower himself. 

Dinner had come on soft feet, and 
so gone. It hart been a short meal 
of exquisite cooking and much cham- 
pagne. Charnock was sorry that he 
for wine is a 


I could hardly keep 
from laughing aloud, for I knew that 
the blade of his sword was but six 
Inches long, and that the space thus 
left empty In the scabbard was stuffed 
with Incriminating papers. 

"But presently, though he had other 
papers scattered about his person, he 
was laughing again and joking and 
telling stories. 

"That night about the camp fire, 
captor and captives, we listened for 
heura to stories that the little presi- 
dent told. Oh. the true romance sat 
on that man's shoulders! Stories 


art not drunk more 
real leveler. and he intended shortly 
to rise level with his sur- 


not only 

roundings, level with Gower and the 
young cousins, but above them. 

They talked of his life, 
tures. noi 
hull-heavy 


his adven- 
theirs. Only Gower, a 
red-faced man. referred 
occasionally, with harsh bursts of 
laughter that ended as suddenly as 
they began, to old times in New York. 
At such moments a certain glitter 
appeared in Charnock's wide-set. 
light-gray eyes. It was as If the 
harshness, the loud-mouthed vigor of 
his cousin offened him. even angered 
him. 


in his pockets, comes out presently 
with a piece of paper, lights it at the 
fire, lights his cigar — and sees the 
remainder of the piece of paper burn 
lo ashes. 

"One by one. piece by piece, talking 
all the time, he destroyed all the 
tangible evidence against him that 
was in his pockets. And. under cover 
of his talk, the rest of us followed 
suit. If our 'lives hadn't seemed to 
bang upon the destruction, it would 
have been comic. Our captors were 
farm boys — yokels— not stupid, but 
easily taken In. X remember I bad 
one paper " 

Here Charnock 


QF Gower's position in society he 
had assured himself by careful in- 
quiry. it was as secure as that of the 
sun In the heavens 
was bounded only by 
be as Insolent 
• ould be as ; 
as corroding, 
outrageous, and look to all eyes tor 
forgiveness, and to some for admira- 
tion. Even his liver and his kidneys 
seemed to have nothing but forgive- 
nees for him. He had a gross and 
sonorous health that defied disease 
and decay. 


His insolence 
space. He could 
as he pleased. He 
passionate as he pleased. 
He could be drunk and 


HIS HAND HAD CLOSED — NpT ON 


GOWER SNATCHED AT THE WILL. AND GAVE A SHARP CRY AS IF HE HAD BEEN STING BY A WASP. 

THE DESTRUCTIBLE PAPER — BL T OX A Tl BE OF COLD STEEL. 


Charnock could 
’ C5ow#r h»» grown older." 
"He has grown coarser," or 
grown more brutal." 

It incensed the 
made suit, whose 
proclivities life had so 
whose kind and c — — -_ 
poverty and hard luck had 
ed. to observe into what 
hands so much r--- — ; 

Because hia Inherited 


reached 
pocket and pulled out his u 

” »» big as this. I ha 

self of everything else." 


eyes, his blue, shining automatic, legacy. You were disappointed. Jcal- 
dotninated the scene. * ousy inspires your talc. Who would 

"You are drunk." said Gower, take your word — against mine?” 
"Crazy.” "Ah." said Charnock, "you haven't 

"If 1 am drunk." said Charnock. been rich for nothing! Wealth has 
"it is with righteousness. If I atn taught you something. It is not. 
crazy It is you who have made me however, your words that would be 
SO — you who have so battened and believed over mine — but your money, 
fattened upon the felony that has But you — you yourself — believe my 
made the waste places of the earth Jealous imaginings — don't you?" 
my home. Its outcasts and unfor- He had for answer only the rich 
tunates my companions. 1 am drunk man's short, ugly laugh, 
with knowledge, the knowledge that "You married." Charnock went on. 
with all your millions you have done "The girl, goaded by those who 
no good in the world, and tbat I,, for should have protected her. went pale 
all the houndings of poverty and un- to the altar. Her heart was never 
success, have done a little, and shall yours. One day the old gardener, to 
not be turned back now from doing whim she had been kind, sent for her. 
more. “ He was dying. He had a paper that 

"You cannot take your eyes off my he thought she ought to see. He had 
little pistol. I return it to its pocket found it in the garden. He had had >1 
in my ready-made suit of clothes. Do f or a long time. He ought, lie knew, 
not forget that it is there. l’ou>/out t0 have done something about it. Bnt 
a drink if you like — it's on the house he i, a d been afraid. 

— the ferret's house See the "When she' had read the paper, 

ferret — there, over the mantel. He vou r wife hid it- Why? Because 


I'm sorry, but I 
In 

my world they aren't worn.” He had 
not added, "in my world the clothes 
a man dines in are often the clothes 


nature is too uncertain — too far off. 
perhaps — to fill my' purposes. Do you I 
believe in hell?" 

"Do you?" 

"I should like to see the question! 
tested 


gize and to say 
don’t own any evening clothes. 

man in the ready- 
gay and debonair 
humbled. 

generous Impulses he sleeps In." 

J so thwart- "I don't want to look at your g 
overbearing. J'ou don't mind. I want to tal 
money had fallen. you. If you don't mind. I'll ring 
1 J millions were »'hisky." 

s.s stones in a Connecticut field, the Gower burst into his short, h 
world did not require of Gower even >»««>'. 

the good qualities that it requires of "Then push three times." he i 
* dog. A nation that considers Itself “Any bell in this bouse, pushed t 
intelligent enough to vote even attri- times, brings whisky. I tried 
huted to him a certain mental ability front doorbell on a bet once, 
end grasp of affairs And he. like all ® ure enough, a man Am# wit 
men who have inherited vast for- trav." 
runes, attributed these qualities to "I've seen times." said Charnock. 
himself. And he believed. In that "when three hundred cries to heaven 
callous organ that pumped his hot wouldn't produce a thimbleful of wa- 
ned thirsty blood, that If he was ter." 

stripped of all his properties he A man came with whisky and its 
would still bo a great man. a great perquisites, put them upon a low la- 
power. a leader among men. a deli- ble. and went 

clous terror to women. "Say when. The way to enjoy 

"Like to see my guns?" he said liquor is to pretend that each drink 
abruptly. i, to be your last — forever.” 

They had been talking grouse and “When," said Charnock. 

Scotland, where Gower rented from He filled the remainder of liis glass 


ff E sat well forward on the edge of 
his deep chair, and. his hands 
j close to the first, began nonchalantly 
J to ro " ,h ® document between his 
, thumb and forefinger, beginning at 

j *"* C r_ n ? r -..[ n, ° “ 8 ° rt of ,on & lighter. 

— i my nerves 
I couldn't stick 
—J. It seemed 
, lo me as lf 1 had to wait until some- 
altogether thing happened that would draw all 

j eyes in another direction " 

"What was that?" 

j Of the five. Charnock alone did not 
He leaned still 
■fid thrust the will 
1 shall [ '" t0 ‘he flames, where it was almost 


“LOCK HIM IN A ROOM FOR A WEEK WITH NWBOD1 TO TALK TO BIT 
A TRAFFIC POLICEMAN." ' 


-tonight — in your person." 

"I -suppose you think I'd come fly 
ing back to tell you." 

"It would be sufficient." said Char, 
nock, "if you found out for yoursetf 
that there was such a place. And by 
my scul. I think you will." 

Gower's fears were rising: for Char- 
nock did not seem to him 
sane. 

"But you're not going to kill me?" 

"Not If you will save me the trouble. 

It is fitting that you should kill your- 
setf. First, you are not fit to live; 

and second, you know it. 

leave my little automatic with you. I j instantly consumed, 
shall loin the young people and when H®** had risen to 
1 hear a shot. I shall burn the will."] "J 1 sounded like . 
"How do 1 know you' will?" j said. "What the dei 

"Because you know that I will." I "Hope.” drawled 
The steely eyes glinted with the! knew it was loaded 
firm light of unassailable honor. i »'■ anything— som« 
"■how It to me.” But there was no 

"Tlfere, then! Is that it— or isn't it?" r »ce at ones evil an 
As if finally acknowledging defeat. open “ door and oa: 
Gower gave one troubled look at the Cimrnoek'e Pistol It 
document, and allowed his head to ! „ Dld you hear a 
fall forward on his hreasl. Then, i "^ >omnc d newfang 
treacherous, quick as lightning, he I ml * ht bav * hurt m 
snatched at the will, and gave a I " wl,at happened. 


lowed, or parked too long in a place 
where they was a time limit on park- 
ing. a special patent locking device 
would be put on the car by the cop. 
and the only keys to the lock would 
be kept in the various police stations 
and when the motorist come for liis 
car and found it locked, he would 
half to go to the nearest police sta- 
tion and give proof that he was the 
owner of the car and also put up 
as much money as the police thought 
the car was worth so in case It 
turned out that lie wasn't the owner, 
why when the real owner showed up 
and complained that hia ear had been 
stole, they could give him the money 
instead of bothering to look for his 
car. This cash bond would he left 
In the station a wk. and If nobody 
showed up tn that time to say the 
car was his. the dough would be re- 
turned to the guy that put it up'. 


The way to stop it is for the news- 
papers and police to work together 
Let the last named arrest the murder- 
ess if they wish, hut whether they 
arrest her or don't arrest her. fet the 
papers treat her the same as if she 
was a good woman and had did noth- 
ing- all her life but good deeds: I.e.. 
don't mention her name. 

RING IV. LARDNER. 

(It cat Neck, Dec. 9. 


"I don't know why, but 
began to go to pieces. I 
the tljing Into the flames. 


show any concern, 
farther forward, 


people of Israel to eat "the locust 
after his kind, the bald locust after 
his kind and the grasshopper after 
Ills kind." 

There were two ways of preparing 
grasshoppers to he eaten. They were 
either .crushed in wine and eaten 
without cooking or their wings were 
plucked off and they were boiled In 
.sail water and then dried in the sun. 
when they were ready to be eaten. 

Ants are eaten in Africa. Junker 
relates that the chief. of a tribe on the 
Masharch river, in t lie Sudan, sent 
: him twenty baskets of ants for pro- 
i visions oil hia journey. Th^ are 
i pounded into a sort of paste and arc 
said to taste like liver. 

Moths and butterflies have often 
been eaten, and the Romans used 
beetles as food. Some Brazilians are 
said lo esteem a bug that feeds on 
the palm leaf. In Chile and Peru 
one of the national dishes, the chupe 
i de chiclic, is a sort of slew made of 
i potatoes and the chiclic, a beetle-like 


cpHAT is what tlie dist. commission- 
er suggested and 1 don't know 
what they done with Ills suggestions 
but if they really want to slop speed- 

can bet 


Ing and Illegal parking you 
your life that those two little amend- 
ments to the constitution would do 
the trick. Put It seems to me like 
they was other things that motorists 
does which is at least as had as 


low a crime upon her soul. { by a wasp - Itia ha, >d had closed— 
wrote to me. explaining what i not on destructive paper— but on a 
done, and inclosing the will I tubc of co * d - 

u had thrown into the flames. ! was naturally quicker than you.” 
at she never knew— or she j sald Charnock, "mentally and physi- 
have kept silent all these | caUy - Circumstances have developed 

| the faculty in me and diminished 
, . . . , . , I it in you. Here, take the pistol,” He 

TT f , e f J' r l8tter ; * on ‘O the tray among the 

husband had ever known of claMe , and the bottles. coeke ,j. 

a would have had your rights. Put the muzzle in your mouth-and 
my crime— all my selfish pu il the trigger. I shall expect to 

hear a shot in about five minutes." 

? lo tUe point." said Gower. it occurred., to Gower to seize the 
»re you driving at?" weapon and turn it upon Charnock 

, said Charnock, "I have the _ bu t the fateful, untroubled, almost 

smiling glint in the pale-gray eyes 
will have to prove that it is deterred him. Furthermore. It flashed 
rgery. It will cost you money upon him that Charnock. was so Insane 
s that— much money." as to believe that, left alone with the 

ughed his laugh. pistol, he, Gower, would actua'ly make 

11 cost nothing. We shall not » suicidal use of it. The Idea was so 
against each other in a court ridiculous that when the door of the 
Our court Is here. Face to gunroom had closed upon the figure 
this room, we shall settle our 0 f Charnock, the wealthy malefactor 
cea - ' was actually able to laugh. . 

idea is to despoil me of He took out his watch, and laid It 
'"S?" on tho table beside the pistol.- 

oil? That is a hard word to "Fire minutes be tt." he said, and 
I shall take nothing from | poured a soft drink of whisky with 
t is yours — not even your life. : a hand that still shook a little. 


i almost had an accident, too." he 
said, smiling. "I was telling these 
young people a story. And In my ex- 
citment I almost burned a valuable 
paper." 

"Almost' 
a little. 

“Yes," said Charnock slowly. "The 
paper I actually burned was a fac- 
simile.” 

A kind of black rage rose in Gow- 
ers face. He had put his cousin down 
for a simpleton; he had thought, bv 
firing a shot to accomplish the d»- 
struction of the will. He lurched for 
ward, making with his pistol hand 
a gesture that may or may not have 


Gowers voice trembled 


and saw it sucked up the chimney, 
not even signed. I hunted the 
grounds all night with a lantern. 1 
even hunted^over the roofs." 

The reds of Gower's heavy face had 
a black tinge in the shadows. He 
looked at the toes of his outstretched 
feet, and shielded his eyes with one 
hand as if he fonnd the lights of the 
gunroom too many and too bright. 

"1 got the letter back," said Qhar- 
nock, "but it cost me a thousand dol- 
lars. . Or rather it cost my uncle — 
your father -that. 1 had to go to 


Taw is always people that likes to insect that is tounu in quanr.L.es no- 
show off and' make more noise than der stones*along the water courses, 
anvbodv else so as a penalty for vio- Nearly every specimen of animal 
l’t'lons of this law 1 would first cut that has a backbone is somewhere or 
their tongues out and then make other eaten by human beings. In the 
them spend a wk. in a boiler factory. Andaman islands the eating of a live 
Or suppose a niau is caught drive- rodent is deemed a test of manhood, 
ing past a standing still streel car. and no man. It is siid. is permitted 
The way to cure him from this ha,bit to marry until he lias accomplished 
would be to make him hack up and uhis feat. The Chinese are not alone 


T was a more efficient. 


then see which could push the other ■ 

one off the track. • Few Blind Men Smoke. 

If a man come along at night witli- 

odt no tall light 1 would make him .- rhe sense 0 t sight is responsible 
back up 6 miles on the right side of l0 a ereat extent for the fascination 
the road or if his head lights was loo in smo Uing." said the psychologist as 
bright I would wait till it was time he pu tr e d on his cigar. "In fact, the 
for the theaters to let out and then , enses 0 f uste And smell come sec- 
make him drive up and down Broad- ond lp sight in deriving enjoyment 
way between 10th and 5t»th eL blind from a good smoke. Tl.e greatest 
folded. part of the pleasure a man has in 

Once in a while you read about a i sm oking is seeing the smoke -blow 
motorist disobeying 2 or 3 laws at| from hi, mouth and float in the air. 
once like for inst. they was a promi- . j have noted that sightless msn 
nent New Yorker got his name In the seldom smoke. I have asked many 
papers a wile ago for speeding, drive- sightless men why they did not 
Ing on the left side of the street and smoke, end they replied the.- could 
drlveing wile Intoxicated all at the I not derive much pleasure from IL as 
same time. I never seen it printed | they could not see the smoke." 


Her brother," said Charnock going. Hearing steps In the hall, you 
simply. "He afterward, thanks to had not time to tear your father's 
very strong backing, became a mem- will to pieces; you threw It whole — 
bar of the United States Senate, untorn — into the flames, and. to your 
proved a bulwark to certain special horror, you saw It carried, unscathed, 
interests, and died in an odor of uninjured, up the chimney. You. too. 
great aanctity. Fell, In short, or was have searched the grounds about 
pushed from an upper window in- a this house and tlfe roofs above It for 
bouse of 111 fame.” a scrap of paper. You had the right 

Gower's face had grown darker and — you were tfee of the place from 
darker. which your general rottenness and 

"The letter," he said, "was from the dishonor had got you driven. There 
woman I married?" was no will; it wa* your bouse — you 

"It was.” could enter without, a jimmy — you 

"By Gawd!" could go by a door. 

He started to his feet, but was met •- “At first yeu came and went with 
and quelled by a. pair .of eyes sort- the fear ef.hell upon you. Each day 
denln grown hard as 'steel. • you qxp-.-cftd that tne will would be 
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